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CHAPTER ONE; History of Mormonism (19th Century) 


Introduction; 

I. Mormon Religious Development: 1825-1844 

A. Joseph Smith founded Mormonism 

B. Smith and Mormonism accepted 

C. Mormon expansion and attempted Settlement 

II • Mormon Cultural Development and Settlement; 1845-1889 
III* Mormon Cultural-religious Establishment; 1890 


Summary 



Introduction! 


The first half of the nineteenth century was a time 
of American ferment* The new nation adjusted Old World think- 
ing to its own activities and sought for indigenous symbols 
to express the unique American experience. Out of this 
"Great Experiment" emerged a new way of life. 

By the very expansiveness of the New World and by 
the political accomplishment of Monroe isolationism and 
Jeffersonian democracy t the Republic rapidly expressed itself 
in a spirit of expansion. 

The spirit of expansion... wrote its own history 
across the map of the United States. In the years from the 
Revolution to 1820, the area of the union had doubled. From 
1820 to 1850*. .the territory of the United States increased 
by half* and the Americans were masters of three million 
square miles of land. ..The people themselves at the same 
time were growing with a swiftness unparalleled in history... 
The population rose from nine million in 1820 to twenty- three 
million in 1850.1 

It was an age of "egocentric Americanism." 
Individually and collectively the people felt that they were 
unique and guided in their manifest destiny. 

A people as successful as the Americans considered 
themselves to be, and as religious as a majority of them were, 
inevitably credited their triumphs to God as well as to them- 
selves. Reinterpreted in terms of the nineteenth century, the 
Puritan thesis that God’s hand had been evident in every 
incident in the colonization of New England became the cult of 
manifest destiny. The United States had been set apart by 

divine Providence or by fate as the scene of a great, and 
perhaps a final, experiment in free government. The success 
of this experiment now made it evident that Americans were 
indeed a chosen nation. 2 
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The whole American venture took on religious 
significance which emphasized self-trust and usually 
manifested itself in boundless optimism. Individual effort, 
devoted to the right cause, assured self improvement and 
eventual perfection. The conviction that man could do some- 
thing for himself contributed to the frantic search for the 
Way to a self-realized salvation. Various socio-religious 
schemes were devised, such as; the Shakers, the Harraonites, 
the Miller ites, the Fox sisters, a host of spiritualist 
groups, the Oneida Community of John Humphrey Noyes, and many 
more. Social turmoil went hand in hand with religious 
excitement. 

The early nineteenth century has been referred to 

as the ’’Second American Revolution”^ and as the ’’Second Great 

Awakening,” 4 The times fostered a revivalism which often 

found no outlet in action but kept religious feelings at a 

fever pitch. The area hardest hit by this wave of evangelism 

was New England, especially western New York State, The area 

came to be called the ”Burned-over District” because it was 

so scorched by Bible pounding, itinerant revivalists. As 

0*Dea comments: ”It was the peculiar genius of the people 

of the area that everything they touched went to extremes. ”5 

It is from this Burned-over District from 1825 to 1850 that 

we get most all of the American prophets and indigenous 

6 t 7 

American religions. 



-4- 


Although much of the religious fervor centered on a 
highly moralistic revivalism, there was much public sentiment 
that nothing less than a new church was necessary to meet the 
needs of the time. Many noted thinkers called for a return 
to the unadulterated gospel of Jesus by the creation of a 
church, de novo . The words of Roger Williams expressed 
current religious thinking: "There is no regularly consti- 

tuted church upon the earth nor any person authorized to 
administer any church ordinance nor can there be until new 
apostles are sent by the Great Head.,."® No less an American 
spirit than Ralph Waldo Emerson addressed the seminarians of 
Harvard Divinity School in these words: 

And it is ray duty to say to you that the need was 
never greater for new revelation than now... The church seems 
to totter to its fall, almost all life extinct. On this 
occasion, any complaisance would be criminal which told you... 
that the faith of Christ is preached, *. 

I look for the hour when the supreme Beauty which 
ravished the soul of those Eastern men.. .shall speak in the 
West also..*! look for the new teacher that shall follow so 
far those shining laws that he shall see them come full 
circle. . 


I. Mormon Religious Development: 1825-1844 

A. Joseph Smith founded Mormonism 

A man to match the needs of the age was Joseph 
Smith, Junior* Joseph was born in Sharon, Vermont, on the 
23rd of December, 1805. At the age of ten he moved with his 
family to Palmyra, New York. During these youthful years 
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Joseph is pictured succinctly by Brodie as ”a likable ne’er- 
do-well who was notorious for tall tales and necromantic arts 
and who spent his leisure leading a band of idlers in digging 
for buried treasure.”*® The first public statement of Joseph 
is the court record in Bainbridge, New York, where he was 
convicted in March of 1826 for being a ’’disorderly person and 
an imposter.”** Pro-Mormon commentators of his early period 
point out that there is little evidence of Joseph’s develop- 
ment except what Joseph later wrote about himself.* 2 

Seemingly doomed to further social ostracism and 
financial failure, Joseph was not the least distinct from a 
host of upper New York State farm boys during the restless 
20 ’s and 30* s. However, with regard to the turbulent 
religious situation of the Burned-over District, Joseph was 
a wonder to all. In the next few years he showed himself to 
be a religious genius. Joseph writes of his religious feel- 
ings at the age of 14; 

During this time of great excitement , my mind was 
called up to serious reflection and great uneasiness; but 
though my feelings were deep and often poignant, still I 
kept myself aloof from all these parties (various religious 
sects)... so great were the confusion and strife among the 
different denominations, that it was impossible for a person 
young as I was, and so unacquainted with men and things, to 
come to any certain conclusion who was right and who was wrong. 

In the midst of this war of words and tumult of 
opinions I often said to myself. What is to be done? Who of 
all these parties is right; or, are they all wrong together? 

If any one of them be right, which is it, and how shall I 
know it?*3 
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At this point Joseph shows himself to be a true 
religious innovator. He later records that he was struck by 
the scripture passage (James 1:5): "If any of you lack 

wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” Stirred by 
these words, Joseph took the Biblical literacy of the period 
on its mm terms and simply acted out the passage, confident 
of an answer. Sure enough, God appeared to Joseph and point- 
ing to the other heavenly figure with him, said, ’THIS IS MY 
BELOVED SON, HEAR HIMl" Jesus then told Joseph that he hated 
all the existing churches and their supporters because "they 
dratif near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far 
from me, they teach for doctrines the commandments of men, 
having a form of godliness, but they deny the power thereof." 

During ensuing revelations Joseph was lead to the 
possession of golden plates which revealed the word of God 
to the ancient inhabitants of the American continent. This 
miraculous document was no less than an American Bible. It 
was to supplement the old Bible and bring up-to-date the word 
of God in "these latter days,"i5 

After much intrigue Joseph was able to translate 
successfully the golden plates into The Book of Mormon. By 
gazing into a darkened hat, containing two seer stones, and 
concentrating on the strange markings of the plates beside him 
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the English translation appeared to him sentence by 
sentence, whereupon Joseph simply relayed the translation 
to his amanuensis on the far side of a drawn curtain. By 
March of 1830 the Book of Mormon was completed and published. 
While the translation of the Book of Mormon was well in hand, 
the Mormon church historian narrates: 

Joseph and Oliver Cow d e ry discovered that the 
question of baptism for the remission of sins was mentioned 
several times in the record. This caused them to marvel, 
for the doctrine of baptism was misunderstood in the world. 
They concluded to inquire of the Lord for light. On the 
15th of May, 1829, they retired to the woods and prayed for 
instruction on this question. 

Answer came through John the Baptist, who appeared and 
bestowed upon them the Aaronic Priesthood. With the restored 
power of the priesthood, valid baptism was re-instituted. 
Joseph and Oliver were the first ones to receive authorized 
baptism since the death of the original apostles. It 
remained, therefore, that new apostleship had to be restored. 
This was accomplished when the Apostles Peter, James, and 
John presented themselves to Joseph and Oliver and "ordained" 
and "confirmed" the two to apostleship. This event heralded 
the Melchizedek Priesthood, "the Holy Priesthood, after the 
Order of the Son of God."*? 

Finally, with power to baptize and apostolic 
succession reinstated, Joseph was ready to restore the Church 
of Jesus Christ. On the 6th of April, 1830, Joseph and six 
initial members incorporated the new church in Palmyra, 

New York. 
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Commenting on these eventful years, Carter Grant 
writes in the Official Mormon Church periodical, BRA: 

During these testing ten years, Joseph Smith under- 
went a marvelous growth--* rather remarkable physical, mental, 
and spiritual ’ transf igurement * » that lifted this farmer lad 
of fourteen years from what he then was into a twenty-four- 
year-old acknowledged "Prophet of God," a favored leader, a 
man who had talked with God the Eternal Father and his Son 
Jesus Christ face to face, who had also been visited by other 
heavenly messengers* including Moroni* John the Baptist, and 
Peter, James, and John.., 

At the time of the organization of the Church, the 
Prophet had received twenty revelations* each being an in- 
spired gui depost along an unfamiliar religious highway.^® 


B. Smith and Mormon ism Accepted 

Although Joseph Smith’s claims might seem outlandish 
to modern ears, he was accepted in his own time for what he 
presented himself to be. And it brought out the best in him. 

Joseph was accepted for the very fact that he assumed 
the role which the situation demanded* He gave the people what 
they wanted on their own terms. He went to the extreme of the 
current religious thought and action. The people found in 
Joseph "the living, intimately available embodiment of their 
entire faith."^ His whole person was a manifestation of the 
faith. He was the author* spokesman, popularizer* epitoma, 
and proof of the religious faith which expressed the yearning 
of the restless Yankee reformer of the early eighteen hundreds* 



The real thrust in Smith* s genius lay in his ability 
to express the faith in action. He was able to seize all the 
f lot sam of human thought and convert it into a fulfilling, 
satisfying program. A nation filled with a branch of self- 
deprecating Calvinism and Puritanism was presented with a 
new gospel of oositive self-actualization of Mormonism. 

Joseph did this by accepting the religious presuppositions 
of the time while rejecting the pietistic introspection of 
revivalism. The task called for nothing less than a new 
religion, -which Joseph provided by claiming restoration of 
the original church of Jesus, 

Such a claim was believed by credulous people beset 
with division and strife among the different denominations. 

The Mormon claim did away with the whole hodgepodge by simply 
claiming themselves to be the true church of Jesus Christ 
restored . The timely proclamation was at least enough for 
Joseph and the Mormons to get their "foot in the door,” 

More cogent arguments and convincing program 
were required for the adoption of the new religion. The new 
religious spirit of Mormonism was a match for the new world 
western movement. The American spirit was a westward moving 
spirit. There were in the early 1800's vast territories in 
the west to be developed and settled* The Mormon religion 
endorsed the task by saying that America was the "new Zion" 
and "they, the chosen people of God to do the job." The 
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task of western settlement required all the strength and 
stamina of the people and the religion embraced the mental, 
physical, and material and elevated these qualities to the 
spiritual. Which is to say that the new religion sanctified 


the American materialism of the age. 

The times called for practical answers to practical 
problems of new world development* Joseph Smith not only 
gave them practical answers but also gave them divine 
assurance that the answers which worked were the divine answers . ^ 
Like his restless Yankee compatriots, Joseph was an eminently 
practical man. He appealed to reason. Instead of the 
frustration of sinful man warring against his own nature, he 
appealed to the goodness of all men and the communal boot- 
strapping of realized godliness. Instead of an other- 
worldly heaven, he appealed to the potential of a heaven-on- 
earth in terras of physical comfort and earthly abundance. * 

Joseph believed in the good life upon earth, in 
work, laughter, and brotherhood. Tolerant of the foibles 
of his friends, since he could not easily forget his own, he 
provided a heaven where all men would be saved. And he made 
of that heaven a continuation of the good life of earth. 

Since work was a prerequisite of joy in this life, so should 
it be in the next. Since his wife and children were dear to 
him, he made the marriage covenant eternal, and allowed for 
its expansion# Since life was sweet to him, he gave to 
every convert the promise of dominion over a star. 22 

Joseph’s religion also smoothed the way for accept- 
ance by providing answers to all the perennial issues of the 
day. In his copious writings Joseph answered such problems 
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as slavery. Masonry, ori, in of the American Indians, infant 
baptism, predestination, original sin, the ethics of 
marriage in a new laud, communal holding of property, pre- 
existence of souls, the state of the dead, and above all, 
human progress in a new world. 23 ; \s Alexander Campbell 

remarked in 1832: "Joseph’s Book of Mormon reflected every 

error and truth discussed in New York for the past ten 
years. " 2 ^» 25 

Besides providing convincing answers and a fresh 
approach to those worn out with the evangelical emotionalism 
of the period, the restored church of Joseph Smith appealed 
to the intellectuals. Vetterli writes: "The new creed also 

attracted highly intellectual men, men of character and educa- 
tion, men who remained aloof from the emotional revivalism of 
the times and believed that the answer to confused Christianity 
lay neither in reformation nor revival, but in restoration." 26 
This intellectual appeal of Mormonism proved to be its greatest 
advantage in the formative religious period of development. 27 
Though the new faith played upon the kindled spirit of the 
revivalist, it was able to transmute feelings into expression, 
faith into works, principles into action* 

The process of accepting Mormoaism involved much 
more than emotional acceptance of one or many evangelistic 
movements whereby one ’accepted Christ* and then went about 
his common avocation* The followers of the American prophet 
were expected to covenant and become participants in an 
integrated society that lifted them above their customary 

practices and surroundings. 28 
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The new religious movement was accepted by many, and as O'Dea 
observes: "not since the original Puritan settlement in 

Massachusetts had American colonization seen such a centrally 
directed group effort marked by such wholehearted cooperation."^ 
The Church of Latter-day Saints grew from its founding 
six to forty within a month, and to over one thousand within 
the first year.** 0 

C. Mormon expansion and attempted settlement 

Within one year of incorporation, the leading 
Campbell! te preacher in northern Ohio, Sidney Rigdon, and his 
entire following were converted to Mormonism. Joseph Smith 
moved to Rigdon's former Campbellite settlement in Kirkland, 

Ohio, and soon established the first substantial Mormon 
community. By ordaining every man to the priesthood (Aaronic 
and Melchizedek priesthoods) and indoctrinating them in the 
structure of Mormon theology--Rigdon helped Joseph systematize 
the faith— the Mormon community assumed some stature. 

Meanwhile, Joseph's former amanuensis, Oliver 
Cowdery, reported successful missionary activity in 
Independence, Missouri. A second center of church operations 
was established in Independence. It was later revealed that 
the Temple in Independence stood on the spot of the original 
Garden of Eden. 



Unfortunately, the Mormon community at Kirkland, 
Ohio, overextended itself and faced financial ruin. The 
Mormon bank crashed and Joseph was forced to flee for his 
life to Independence. Much disillusionment followed and 
many members apostatized.*** 

Although there was internal friction and strife 
within the early Mormon communities, this problem was 
minuscule compared with the external pressures and persecu- 
tion. It is not too much to say that "few episodes in 
American history parallel the barbarism of the anti-Mormon 
persecutions."** 2 At various times the Mormons tried to meet 
sword with sword. During the summer of 1834 when the town 
of Independence was beleaguered by armed Missourian mobs, 
Joseph attempted to take the situation in hand by raising 
his own army (Zion’s Camp). The plan failed. Brodie posi- 
tions the event in Joseph’s career by writings "The gospel 
was now a force outside himself, a force that he might help 
guide but could never again wholly control." 22 

Finally, united Missourian hatred drove the Mormons 
from independence north to a new settlement. Far West, and on 
to Adam-ondi-ahman. 2 ^ At last the entire Mormon community 
was overrun and Joseph Smith captured and imprisoned. 22 
Four months later he was able to flee with his following 
across the state line to Illinois. In a swampy area on the 
upper Mississippi, the Mormons cleared an area and set to 



work on a new Kingdom, a model of the heavenly city. The 
new town of Nauvoo sprang from nothing to a metropolis of 
20,000, becoming easily the largest city in the state. 

So after four unsuccessful tries, the Mormons were able to 
realize their aspiration for a gathered religious community 
within the secular commonwealth. The city of Nauvoo became 
virtually a state within a state. It had its own government, 
army, university, judicial system, and religion. In the fall 
of 1842 Joseph Smith even announced his candidacy for 
president of the United States! 

Yet, the perennial problem of maintaining American 
allegiance and citizen inclusiveness along with Mormon faith- 
fulness and social exclusiveness remained unresolved, 

The citizens of Illinois resisted the Mormon enclave with 
increasing force. Generally, they were afraid of the rising 
Mormon political, military, and commercial power. They were 
also enraged by (well-founded) rumors of polygamy and other 
whispered atrocities that went on within the closed Mormon 
society. The situation came to a head when Joseph was 
eventually arrested on charges of "treason. "38 Joseph, his 
brother Hyrum, and two others were imprisoned on the second 
floor of the Carthage Jail, At the hands of an outraged mob 
on the 27th of June, 1844, Joseph Smith and his brother were 
murdered. ^9 
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Joseph achieved instant martyrdom. His blood gave 

the stigmata of a holy cause. It enabled the sect to take on 

the trappings of a movement which fed upon the indomitable 

spirit of Joseph Smith. His personal characteristics were 

almost immediately forgotten, but his legend was and still 

40 

is "without parallel in American religious history.” 

II. Mormon Cultural Development and Settlements 1845-1889 

At the time of Joseph’s death Brigham Young was 
proselyting in Boston. Brigham Young was born and brought up 
in Vermont and joined the Mormon Church at the age of twenty- 
two. He was a zealot and acquired apostle leadership in the 
church after an active career in Kirkland and Nauvoo. 4 * 

Young returned to Nauvoo immediately and was able 
to wrestle control of the floundering church. Prom his first 
day of office, Young radiated strength, determination, and 
composure* The greatness of this man, as with Joseph Smith, 
was evident in his person. He was fully the part he played. 
Young did not try to vie with Smith on religious matters or 
to initiate new religious teachings. (He had only one revela- 
tion during his entire career.) "The secret of Brigham 
Young’s strength as a leader of the Mormons lay in his 
insistence that the structure of authority set up by Joseph 
be maintained. With this reasoning, he held the body of the 
church together.” 42 * 4 ^ 



With a religion enshrined in a unified and dedicated 
people, the Mormons left Nauvoo during the winter of 1847 and 
headed west for new territory. They sought ground unspoiled 
by Gentile settlement, where their religion could take root 
and bear fruit of its o wn social structure. 

This is the beginning of the second phase of Mormon 
development. The first phase ended with the death of Joseph 
Smith and the crises of the weakened church facing imminent 
expulsion from Nauvoo. The first period was one of religious 
ferment. Joseph promulgated a new brand of religion which was 
typically American in its appeal. In spite of the novelty of 
the doctrines of the religion and the hostility it engendered, 
the church was able to maintain itself in the midst of perse- 
cution. Purther, a plastic religious pragmatism of the faith 
allowed the religion to adjust and learn from a hostile society 

The second phase of Mormon development begins with 
the withdrawal of the Mormons from the mainstream of American 
culture. This was accomplished, primarily, by removal from 
American territory. (At the time the Mormons left for the West 
they were leaving America. However, shortly thereafter the 
land as far as Utah was incorporated into the nation.) 

Although the Mormon trek west was secession de facto for a 
short time, the anti-American sentiment lasted well over 
fifty years. This second phase was one of formative Mormon 
culture. Unimpeded by Gentile intervention, the pioneering 



Mormon settlers were able to form their own social structures 
and culture— to wit, their own way of life. The Mormon 
culture which evolved from this period was peculiar to the 
American scene; yet, even in its uniqueness, it was "typically 
American." The second phase ends at the close of the century 
with the Gentiles again threatening total destruction. 

The trek of the Mormons from Illinois, through 
Iowa, Nebraska, Wyoming, and down into the Great Salt Lake 
Basin is a great American epic. The trip was an enactment 
of American spirit. A type of spirit which stopped at no cost 
to put a dream into a reality* This American spirit of the 
time manifested itself in westward movement. 

To the intensely religious climate of Morraonisra, 
the trek was none other than the Second Exodus of the New 
Israel under the leadership of a modern-day Moses . 44 

After a long and arduous Journey, the arrival at the 
"promised land" was of major significance* To succeeding 
generations the event was "almost as familiar to the Mormon 
as the Lord’s Prayer ." 45 

The trek helped forge a self-perception and self- 
identification peculiar to the Mormons* It solidified their 
position as a chosen and tested people. It provided them 
with a conation past, a sacred history, which was proof of 
their blessedness and assurance of their manifest destiny. 
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The spirit of the Mormons upon their arrival is 
captured by Whalen: "The valley as the Mormon pioneers saw 

it was bleals and desolate* It was treeless and the soil was 
sandy and dry* But two hours after reaching the valley the 
Mormons had begun to plow the land and plant seeds. 

This vibrant, activist spirit was the result of the religion. 
And the religion proved a match for the awesome task of 
settlement. It was the religion that called for supreme 
effort in establishing a prosperous earthly kingdom. It was 
the very obligation of the church to get the job done. Driven 
by the religious tenets of Mormonisra, all the people and 
resources were harnessed by a single-minded theocracy. By 
central planning, organized cooperation, and the partial 
socialization of investment, the limited natural resources 
and human effort were well deployed to accomplish the job, 4 ^ 
Once the Salt Lake region was well settled. Mormon settlers 
were sent to Idaho, California and surrounding areas in 
order to claim the area.^S During the second half of the 
nineteenth century the entire inner-mountain West was stamped 
with Mormon settlement* 

It is surprising to note that the Mormons did not 
draw many of their converts from the West, Mormonisra was 
not a frontier religion. It was forced into frontier areas 
and was dynamic enough to spirit frontier settlement, but it 
never had much appeal to the frontiersman*^ Mormon converts 
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carae from the established East* It appealed to the dis- 
contented religious. During this period the majority of 
converts came from Europe, especially England and 
Scandinavia. 

Betiveen 1340 and 1900, 90,000 emigrants arrived in 
the Salt Lalte Basin. ^ The system worked out by the church 
to handle the emigres was recognized as the best one of the 
century, A Perpetual Emigration Fund Company was estab- 
lished as a revolving fund to subsidize needy emigrants . ^2 
Emigration under Mormon auspices was almost synonymous with 
conversion: Conversion to a new country, a new language, and 

a totally new way of life. As the Mormon Gathering filled 
out their ranks and solidified their position in their 
Rocky Mountain Kingdom, it could not help breed fears in 
their Gentile neighbors* The theocratic single-mindedness 
which powered the settlement program continued operating 
along the lines of "Thrift, Industry, and Isolation." But 
with the attainment of social, economic and political power 
the Mormon government could not adjust to the external power 
structure threatening them. The anti -Mormon elements of the 
country rallied easily behind the burning issue of polygamy. 
This policy had been publicly acclaimed in the 1860's by the 
Mormon Council of Twelve and their Church government could 
not retract the religious policy. Finally, in the last decade 
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of the century the federal government stepped in, took away 
the political power of the Mormons, and began prosecuting 
the polygamist* This virtually drove the leaders of the 
church underground. With all the church property (except 
the houses of worship) and leaders seized by the government, 
the Mormons once again faced imminent ruin* 

III* Mormon Cultural-religious Establishment! 1890 

In 1889 Wilford Woodruff became President of the 
Church* He was no mighty man of the caliber of Smith and 
Young, but he was a practical, experienced Saint who knew 
what needed to be done and had the absolute power to do it* 53 
Shortly after assuming office, Woodruff enacted the famous 
Manifesto of 1890, This forbad, at the point of excommunica- 
tion, all plural marriage* Overnight the Mormons were again 
saved from disaster* This time, however, the move was political. 
The Mormons appeased the federal authorities and once and for 
all decided to "rejoin” the union* The Mormon theocracy 
tended to restrict itself to "religious” matters which did 
not contradict political necessities* The Mormon movement 
settled back into a cultural religion of the Rocky Mountain 
West* Gradually, the Mormons rejected their frontier brand 
of theocracy and adapted to the American democratic tradition, 3 * 
The form of government was not changed, but the guiding 


principle and spirit was altered. This was a decisive change 
and one which allowed the Mormons to grow and increase with 
the nation during this century. 

Summary: 


The foregoing chapter dealt with the history of 
Mormonisra in the 19th century. Some account of how the church 
got started* why it was accepted) and the difficulties en- 
countered in establishment have been presented* 

The Introduction gave a suggestion of the "American 
Spirit," especially religious feeling, of the early 19th 
century. 

Section I pointed out that Joseph Smith was able to 
give expression to the times by improvising a religion which 
fulfilled the needs of the era. After presenting the basic 
facts of the founding of Mormonism, reasons were postulated 
showing why the religion was appealing. Opposition was also 
expressed by describing persecution which drove the new church 
to the brink of ruin. 

Section II mentioned the drastic action the Mormons 
undertook under Brigham Young in order to defer persecution 
long enough to get well established. Church organization, 
expressive of the religion, and the influx of zealous emigrants 
proved decisive in quick, permanent settlement of Utah. 



Section III showed the final step in the process 
of adapting Mormon ism to the American scene. Once the 
Mormons chose to make peace with the civil authorities, 
there was nothing to block further development. The age of 
persecution was over and the way of prosperity opened onto 
the 20th century. 
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Introduction: Mormon Prosperity in the 20th Century 

This first half of the twentieth century has been a 
time of prosperity for the Mormons. They have grown and 
blossomed with the nation. 

At the turn of the century the Mormons adopted a 
policy of appeasement and accommodation towards the govern- 
ment. They played-down their religious peculiarities and 
played-up their American citizenship* Polygamy and other 
socio-religious practices as well as economic policies of 
exclusiveness were discontinued in an attempt to win a 
favorable impression among the majority of western gentiles. 

While the policy of western accommodation was being 
acted out, there was significant eastward movement of Mormon 
missionaries seeking converts and establishing friendly 
enclaves on the East Coast and in Europe. 

In spite of the outward transformation of the Church, 
internally the Church remained the same* Religious doctrine 
and belief did not change* The Mormons remained unobtrusively 
the community of the Gathered Saints amidst the Gentiles. 

As a responsible student of Mormonisra, the 
sociologist Thomas O’Dea observes that the Mormons developed a 
"strange combination of peculiarity and typicality."* He 
finds the Mormons in many respects the most American of 
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religions* At one point he pictures the Mormon development 
as an "America in miniature." Despite the marked and genuine 
peculiarity of Mormonism, however, its typical American 
quality is no less real; for here is one of the great para- 
doxes of the Mormon experience* The Mormon group came closer 
to evolving an ethnic identity on this continent than did any 
other comparable group. 2 

However, with a policy of appeasement and accommoda- 
tion, the power and productivity of the Mormon group was set 
free to run with the popular American culture, instead of 
against it. Phenomenal growth followed. During this century 
the Mormon Church has outstretched nine out of ten other 
churches in growth. Only the Jehovah* s Witnesses have experi- 
enced a faster rise in membership. 

In the last twenty-five years the Mormon membership 

A 

has risen one hundred and fifty per cent. For example, during 
this time the Mormon Church grew from three small churches in 
Boise, Idaho, to twenty-one churches, making LDS membership 
the largest in the city. Within the last ten years the 
membership in the Church has doubled. During this period it 
has averaged 100,000 converts every year. Presently, the 
Mormons list their membership at two and one half million. 

If their rate of growth continues in the next decade, they 
will surpass the Episcopal Church in membership. Whalen 
predicts that if the religious climate in our country does 
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not change within the next twenty years, the Mormons will 
expand to such proportions that the federal government will 
recognize them as the fifth major religious division in our 
country.** 

I. Mormon Family Life 

There is something quite distinctive about the 
devout Mormon family. It is the basic unit within which the 
Mormon gains his stature and expresses his person* It is a 
disgrace for an adult Mormon not to have a family of his own. 

Marriage is a most sacred affair in Mormondom. 

Young people are trained to be chaste in mind and body as 
preparation for the perfect mate which they will find if they 
are devout and faithful. Marriages are first solemnized in a 
simple church ceremony which binds the couple for all of 
earthly life* Later in a special secret temple ceremony the 
marriage bonds are "sealed" for time and eternity. The seal- 
ing ceremony cements a marriage partnership for "time and 
eternity," 

A good marriage is blessed by many children. It is 
expected that the Mormon family will have as many children as 
they can responsibly care for. It may be significant that 
Mormons are generally held by social work agencies as superior 
placement risks for needy children* 
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When asked about the greatest blessing in life, 
most Mormons will reply without hesitation that their 
children are their pride and joy. Family life revolves around 
the children* Parents make great sacrifices for their children 
and a great deal of the parents social image is contingent 
upon their childrens success and happiness.^ 

Childhood training is geared to continual progressive 
achievement. The Mormon youth is led into the ways of success- 
ful activity. He is taught that the goal of life is personal 
growth and self-fulfillment. There is no magic road to suc- 
cess; although a life pattern of dogged persistence, good 
training, righteous living, and continual realization of the 
available opportunities will guarantee success. The highway 
to success is paved with "active effort." The seal of 
Mormondom is a bee hive of activity.^ 

Such pragmatic emphasis on accomplishment and mean- 
ingful activity becomes second nature to the adult Mormon. 
Needless to say youthful drifting about and experiments in 
living are discouraged. The track through life to success is 
charted. It runs along lines of physical development and 
mental development, based on a firm commitment of chastity. 
Physical development is quite important for the 
Mormon, especially the youth. Often programs of body building 
and personal grooming are entered upon with religious fervor. 
Cleanliness and beauty tend to be thought of as marks of 
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godliness, In addition to the stress on healthy exercise 
and "good clean living," the Mormon is commanded to obey the 
Word of Wisdom. This divine law prescribes absolute 
abstention from strong drink (alcohol), including hot drinks 
like tea and coffee, as well as cold drinks like Pepsi-Cola 
and Seven-Up. Further, the Mormon must never use tobacco, 
and he should be temperate in his use of meat during summer 
months.® 

Besides physical development the Mormon is expected 
to spend a lifetime improving his mind. Education is close 
to the heart of the Mormon way. Knowledge of facts and 
mastery of techniques are the prizes of civilization. Educa- 
tion must be practical and productive so speculative and con- 
templative disciplines are suspect until they prove themselves 
in tangible products. Even the housewife, who is expected to 
fulfill herself in the home through her children, is encouraged 

Q 

to pursue education as a hobby. It has often been pointed 
out that in areas of Mormon concentration— Utah, is the best 
example— there is a notably high proportion of high school 
and college graduates. 

In addition to development of mind and body guided 
by family effort, the Mormon also uses the family structure 
as the basis of recreation* At least once a week the Mormon 
family assembles for Home Evening. The evening is devoted to 
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faraily activity and self-help. Pun and games are channeled 
into constructive activity. Perhaps the favorite pastime 
for the grandparents is genealogy. The Mormons are quite 
respectful to parents, grandparents, and descendants. 

The Mormons consider themselves fun loving people. 

A famous dictum from their Book of Mormon is: ’’Men are that 

they might have joy.”*® Singing is one activity which binds 
together Mormons of all ages. The world famous Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir is an outreach of the emphasis on group 
singing* Square dancing is another Mormon family type 
activity which expresses their concept of righteous recreation. 
Fun and activities are not solitary exercises: they are group 

ventures* Cooperation in achieving goals and performing feats 
are the highest and most constructive types of recreation* 

II, Mormon Church Life 

A considerable part of the Mormon church life is 
directed towards the promotion of group activities* £very 
Mormon church building, called a Ward, contains a basketball 
court and the Mormon league of basketball teams is the largest 
in the country. Similar to the YMCA and YWCA is the Mormon 
Young Men * s Mutual Improvement Association (YMMIA) and Young 
Women’s Mutual Improvement Association (YWMIA) * These youth 
groups meet weekly for dancing, debating, musical programs. 



-36 


sports, drama, prayer, fireside chats, and other constructive 
programs. A boy scout troup and cub scout pack are also 
part of every MIA curriculum. 

The major thrust of church life is directed towards 
instruction in the faith, doctrines* and mystique of the 
Mormon religion. Religious instruction begins at an early 
age when the youngster is enrolled in a formal series of 
Sunday School classes which begin with the history of the 
Church and the heroic life of Joseph Smith. Pawn Brodie 
writes about her childhood years of Mormon instruction: 

"Anyone who grows up with a Mormon background 
cannot escape him (Joseph Smith), He is the first cause — 
the explanation for Mormon country— the reason in fact for 
one's being born at all* 

I cannot remember the first time I heard of his 
visions and his golden plates, and the shocking tale of 
his murder in Carthage Jail, I seem always to have known 
him." I 11 

With a basic grasp of the story of the sacred history of their 
religion, the young are encouraged to express their knowledge 
in front of others. The history, belief, and faith must be 
spoken publicly before these subjects are considered 
"mastered," Public speaking as witness begins about the age 
of five and continues throughout life. Leadership training 
is part of the stature of Mormondom. 

In addition to regular Sunday School, the Mortsion 
youth attends week-day religious instruction at seminary, 
which is usually located directly across the street from the 
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high school. Seminaries convene five mornings a week from 
seven to eight, twelve months a year I When the Mormon goes 
to college he has at his disposal an institute which provides 
off campus activities and supplementary courses of religious 
instruction. For social life there is a Mormon fraternity 
on many western college campuses called Lambda Delta Sigma. 
These extra hours of religious instruction and association 
prove extremely effective in incorporating the young saint 
into the life and thought of the church. 

The Mormon religious hiarchy is divided into six 
degrees of holy orders# The lowest level is the office of 
Deacon to nrhieh the Mormon boy usually is inducted at the age 
of twelve. The diaconate lasts about three years and is a 
training position within the lower priesthood of Aaron. The 
next higher rank is the role of Teacher. About the same 
time the Mormon boy graduates from high school, he also 
graduates from the apprenticeship of Teacher to the sacred 
order of Priest in the Aaronic Priesthood# 

A man may continue in the priesthood of Aaron 
indefinitely, but usually within two years he is elevated to 
the higher priesthood of Melchizedek* The Melchizedek Priest- 
hood also has three divisions. The first is the order of 
Elders. This position carries full adult status in the church# 
At this stage, about twenty-one years old, the Mormon is 
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exp ec ted to undergo two years of raissionary activity. The 
young missionary has been preparing for this experience ail 
his life, but to everyone the actual undertaking is an awe- 
some experience. It is quite often said by veteran 
missioners that their two years as a missionary were the most 
valuable, meaningful, and blessed years of their lives. 

Usually after the return of the Mormon raissionary 
he is invited into the Seventies* It is also customary at 
this time for the Mormon to marry and begin his own family. 

The only classification beyond the Seventies is the High Priest 
order of the Melchizedek Priesthood. All national leaders of 
the church are of this rank. 

The six offices and holy orders have been quite 
successful in holding the young people to the church and in 
encouraging the adults to take an active part in the affairs 
of the church. Responsibility is bestowed on all those who 
can carry it* With this large core of vested, responsible 
laymen, the local congregation is a smooth running organisa- 
tion. The average size of the local congregation is six 
hundred* It does not get much larger because when it does 
the authorities organize a second congregation* The second 
congregation continues to meet in the building of the first 
ward — although it is an entirely separate organization — until 
a new ward is built* (The Mormons have an inviolable law 
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which forbids them to begin building a new structure until 
it is entirely paid for.) Within each congregation there are 
between two hundred and four hundred responsible jobs which 
must be filled by faithful volunteers. A 1 ward writes: 

"...time devoted to these unsolicited positions is usually 
from three to five nights in the week as well as practically 
all day Sunday." It is not at all uncommon that an active 
Mormon spends more time with his church work than he does 
earning his living. The non-stipendiary job of Bishop 
requires about forty hours’ work each week* 

The local congregation, called a Ward, is grouped 
into a large administrative territory, called a stake# (A 
ward is comparable to a congregation or parish, and a stake 
is comparable to a diocese or presbytery*) Beyond the stake 
level of jurisdiction is the General Authorities of the entire 
church itfhich is situated in Salt Lake City. 

The General Authorities consist of twenty-six 
members. They comprise the top power structure which is 
responsible for the coordination, communication, and admini- 
stration of the entire world wide church of Latter-day Saints. 
Within the General Authorities is the Council of the Twelve. 
These gentlemen represent the ordained and consecrated 
successors of the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ in these 
latter days. They hold their office in apostolic succession 
from the restoration of apostles hip in 1830. The eldest of 



40 


the twelve apostles is elected the First President. The 
President is still considered a divine inspired prophet, 
seer, and revelator , although he has not made utterance 
ex cathedra since 1890, 1,4 

"By their fruits ye shall known them" is an oft 
quoted passage of the Mormons in this century. The vast 
organization of the church has helped in channeling efforts, 
coordinating capabilities, and achieving results. One of 
the fruits of Morraondom has been the Welfare Program which 
provides care, support, and welfare for their own . 

The financial success of the Mormon Church is 
phenomenal. It has been estimated that the annual income of 
the church is close to 125 million per year.*^ Whalen believes 
that a million dollars income per day is a conservative 
estimate of the Mormon profits , ^ If this figure is true, 
the Mormons are the wealthiest church per capita in the 
country, if not in the world. The fact is well documented 
that the Mormons are building an average of one new building 
every oth€?r day. In 1964 the Mormons built more than 300 
new chapels. At this point they are close to completion on 
a sixty million dollar office buildjng In Salt Lake City and 
an equally ambitious building in New York City between 57th 
and 58th Streets abnve Fifth Avenue, 
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Mormons have always handled their finances well. 

This is partly attributed to the fact that all the top 
Mormon leaders are successful business men. Spiritual 
excellence alone has never been a deciding factor in 
selecting a leader. Financial success is also a criterion 
of blessedness and leadership capabilities,*^ 

The organizational success of the church has born 
its fruit in the extremely high percentage of church partici- 
pation. In 1949 the church estimated that 55 per cent of 
their membership was taking active part in the x«>rk of the 
church. At that time 50,000 job openings in priesthood 
offices and on committees were filled without solicitation. 

In addition to meaningful, tangible activity Mormon church 
work rewards volunteers with assurance of righteousness and 
prestige among ones peers. 

The Mormon church is totally dependent on volunteers. 
Besides the handful of top church leaders there are no full- 
time church workers# There is no cadre of clerical admini- 
strators or other ecclesiastical positions which call for a 
salary. Instead of ordaining a few to full-time church work, 
the Mormons have made ordination available to almost everyone. 
Only women and negroes cannot be ordained to the sacred 
priesthood. In effect, instead of a few priests, everybody 
is priest and co-worker. Everyone receives the same intensive 
religious training and has the same opportunity to prove his 
merit. Responsibility rewards merit and increases from the 
bottom to the top. 
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O’Dea succinctly phrases the genius of the Mormon 
system; ’’Authority in the priesthood organization is from 
the top downward and responsibility from the bottom up*”^® 

On the one band the system provides a democratic setting in 
which all males can participate and achieve a responsible 
position. On the other hand the system is autocratic* which 
enables it to organize for long-range goals* speak clearly, 
and act decisively. 

Conclusion: 

The Mormon church is one of the most active and 
effective social units in our culture today. It calls upon 
and receives support from its people to a degree which is 
hardly ever duplicated on the American scene. Mormonism 
impinges on virtually every facet of its members’ lives. 

The church is the people and the people are the church. 
Church life and family life are two sides to a total Mormon 
life. 

Behind the distinctive Mormon family life and 


highly organized church life is the theology of Mormonism, 
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through the time of Jesus, the Word of Wisdom was 
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financial necessity, and who in her spare time has 
accrued 85 academic credits. 
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18 Ostling, "The Mormon Surge," p, 42 

19 Brodie, p. 402 
O'Dea, p. 177 
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CHAPTER THREE: Mormon Theology 


I . Nature of the Universe and Development of World History 
II * Plan of Salvation 
III. Life after Death 


Conclusion: 
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I . Nature of the Universe and Development of World History 

Por the Mormons the universe was not created. It 
has always been and will always be in existence since it 
consists entirely of material substance. All is matter and 
there is no immateriality. (An "immaterial being" is a 
contradiction in terms. )* Everything is made up of combina- 
tions of particles which never disappear, though they may 
decompose and take a different form. The eternal elements can 
be divided into the observable, tangible, visible formations, 
which are called pnysical , and into the "more subtle," 
elastic, refined forms, which are called spiritual It is 
the spiritual which gives life to the physical (flesh). 

All reality is an expression of material molecular 
motion. "There is no order of reality that is utterly differ- 
ent in character from the world of which we are part."^ 

Energy, too, is a form of matter. It is organized in such 
form that it can cause change according to the natural laws 
of nature. "Like matter, energy had no beginning and can 
have no end."^ 

Generally, Mormon metaphysics is presented as quite 
compatible with modern scientific research. 

In one particular, however, the Gospel goes beyond 
the teachings of modern science. The Gospel teaches that 
associated with the universal energy that vivifies universal 
matter, and possibly identified with it, is universal 
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intelligence, a force which is felt wherever matter and 
energy are found, which is everywhere. The forces of the 
universe do not act bliydly, but are expressions of a 
universal intelligence.-' 

Universal intelligence brings order out of chaos. It works 
on a cause-effect sequence in accordance with the pattern of 
behavoir structured by the laws of nature. Intelligence is 
ever dynamic and it works towards increasing complexity in a 
structured, self-perpetuating universe. The universe is an 
ongoing eternal process characterized by the great law of 
increasing complexity. 

Within such a universe the Mormons proclaim that 
gods always have existed. Brigham Young writes: "How many 

Gods there are I do not know, but there never was a time when 
there were not Gods and worlds, and when men were not passing 
through the same ordeals that we are passing through."® In 
spite of the multiplicity of gods Joseph Smith declared that: 
"...to us there is but one God--that is pertaining to us; and 
he is all and through all."^ 

Regarding the nature of our God the Mormons quote 
Joseph’s famous dictum: "God himself was once as we are now, 

and is an exalted man and sits enthroned in yonder heavens." 
Quoting further: "...if you were to see him today you would 

see him like a man in form— like yourself in all the person, 
image, and very form as man."® »quite literally, God once was 
a simple human being who lived an earthly life on a planet 
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like ours, and he is now a god over our earth* God is a 
living god, an exalted man, with "body, parts, and passions*" 
The difference between man and God is a matter of 
degree of perfection. The God of our planet was once on 
trial in earthly life and proved his worthiness for divinity. 
Beyond physical death he was exalted and took command of our 
planet* God is equal with other gods in divine status since 
all gods have the image of man and once lived an earthly 
existence much like our present life* 

The Mormon God has a body of flesh and bones but not 
blood. Blood is corruptible. As a man in a previous existence 
he pulled his way through life to divine status. He is a self- 
made deity, having fulfilled his fullest potential of perfect 
maturation in earthly life. Self-development is the require- 
ment of divinity and such a process follows the eternal law 
of continual progression. Each man is given the opportunity 
to better himself in an earthly life of testing. He improves 
himself by exercising and conditioning his will. Progressing 
from man to god, the divinity continues to improve and 
cultivate his will. Although from our standpoint God is 
absolutely omnipotent, from his self-understanding he 
eternally progresses in power and wisdom. 

When God took control over our world he brought with 
him his wives from his previous existence. In heaven the 
marriage has been blessed with countless children. They live 
with our Pather and their mothers in heaven in a spiritual form. 
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At one point God decided to organize our world. 

The planet was to be a stage setting upon which his 
spiritual children could be given the opportunity to achieve 
full divinity. As Brigham Young expressed it: 

’’The Lord created us for the purpose of our 
becoming Gods like Himself when we have proved in our 
present capacity— growing up from the low estate of manhood 
to become Gods until we can create worlds on worlds. "9,10 

But God's plan of creating a world and inhabiting 
it with his children ran into difficulty. While presenting 
his plan to his spiritual children gathered around him, he 
said: ’’You have got to learn how to be Gods yourself .. .the 

same as all Gods have done before you.” 1 * Not everyone 
wanted to volunteer for the experience of earthly testing. 

One of God's children, Lucifer, thought that earthly life 
would be too risky because of free will. Lucifer and about 
one third of the spirits rebelled and a heavenly war ensued. 

The rebels lost at the hand of Michael and his host 
of spirits, and Lucifer and his followers were cast down from 
heaven to dwell on earth as spiritual devils. They were 
forced to keep their first estate and were never to be 
allowed to advance to the second stage of earthly challenge. 1 ^ 

God's first-born son, Jehovah, agreed to take on 
the task of earthly formation (creation). Prom that point on 
Jehovah is the god with whom the world has direct dealings. 
Jehovah is the second god of the Trinity. God, in the Old 
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Testanent is identified with Elohim. His son’s name in the 
Old Testament is Jehovah , but in the New Testament Jehovah 
is called Jesus . 

After the formation of the world, tnro choice 
spiritual children of God the Pat her* were sent to earth as 
Adam and Eve. 13 

Adam and Eve dwelt blissfully in the ancient 
Garden of Eden which is located outside Independence, 
Missouri. Part of the experiment of earthly living was to 
lose all memory of the former spiritual existence* Unfor- 
tunately, shortly after their arrival in the Garden, Adam 
and Eve fell prey to the Tempter, Lucifer, by eating the 
apple of the Tree of Knowledge# Consequently, they had to 
leave the Garden of Eden and, move outside to Adam-ondi-ahman. 
Sickness, travail, and death were introduced into earthly 
life at that point but God promised a Redeemer in the future. 

Adam and Eve were directed by God to give physical 
form to the spiritual volunteers by means of sexual inter- 
course. 1* Is all other ways the first inhabitants of our 
earth were faithful to God’s consaandaents. They were true 
saints. The prosperity of Adam flourished until Satan 
established a rival priesthood (Mah&nic Lodge) with Cain as 
its leader* 15 Evil spread and God became discouraged with 
his experiment* One faithful branch, the city of Enoch, 
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remained true "Mormons" and were rewarded by being trans- 
planted on a different planet* The remaining faithful 
were guided by Noah to build an ark and sail away in the 
face of God’s flood, which subsequently wiped out all the 
faithless* 

Noah’s ark sailed from America and finally came 
to rest in the Near Bast. The descendants of Noah re- 
established themselves and the true religion was again 
restored* One descendant* Abraham, was particularly noted 
for his astrological discoveries, which allowed him to look 
back through his shadowed mind and see what his former 
spiritual home had been like* Kimball writes: "Abraham 

must have received the major part of his knowledge through 
the Urim and Thummin which would have been far more revealing 

than the most powerful telescope in the most modern 
Id 

observatory*" 

The history of the descendants of Abraham is 
recounted in the books of Old Testament. For the Mormon 
these books record the valiant attempts of the Israelites to 
preserve the true religion in the face of pagan and demonic 
forces of Satan. In addition to the Old Testament, Mormons 
possess a supplemental source of ancient history in their 
Book of Mormon. 

The earliest events in the Book of Mormon occur about 
2200 B.C. in Mesopotamia. At that time a group of faithful 
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Jeredites left the Tower of Babel and sailed west through 
uncharted water in a kind of submarine* After 344 days the 
Jeredites landed safely on the east coast of Central 
America. They quickly populated North and South America 
and lived for a considerable period of time. Unfortunately, 
they apostatized and were all killed by pagans. 

Most of the Book of Mormon deals with the history 
of the descendants of Lehi . Lehi and his family left 
Jerusalem in the sixth century B.C. , just before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, The Lord guided their ship from 
the Red Sea through the Indian Sea and across the Pacific 
Ocean to the fertile shore of South America. Settlement and 
prosperity folloi*ed until Laraan and Lemuel, two sons of Lehi, 
rebelled. They and their descendants were punished by the 
stigma of a darkened skin.^ "The dark-skinned people who 
occupied this land of America from that time on were called, 
in the Book of Mormon, 'Laaanites,* which are the people known 
generally as the American Indians, all of whom are of the 
house of Israel. 1,18 

God's spokesmen, the prophets, both in the Old 
Testament and especially in the Book of Mormon, prophesized 
the advent of a Redeemer. By the first century B.C, both 
the Western and Eastern Hemispheres acknowledged the need 
of such a Redeemer. God's first-born son, called Jehovah 
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in the Old Testament # decided upon the correct moment— 
the ’’Meridian of Time” in which to make his personal 
appearance* Jehovah asked his father God, Eiohim, to come 
to earth briefly and have sexual relations with Mary so that 
he could house his spiritual self in a fleshly tabernacle. 

Mine months later on the 6th of April, 1 B.C, , Mary brought 
forth Jesus in Bethlehem of Judea# The account of Jesus* 
miraculous life is recorded in the Gospels and is literally 
true# However, Mormon tradition believes that Jesus* marital 
life was too personal to include in the New Testament, so no 
mention was made in the Gospels of the number of wives and 
children which Jesus had during his earthly life*^^ 

Jehovah came to earth to dwell as Jesus and thereby 
provide the possibility of Redemption for all men. His life 
was a vicarious offering of his perfect self to the forces of 
evil and death, While on earth Jesus restored the true 
church and before his death gave ample instruction in the way 
of salvation, 

Jesus’ Resurrection provided two blessings for all 
men. On the one hand it provided that all men would overcome 
physical death by bodily Resurrection, while on the other hand 
the Resurrection did not automatically guarantee ascendency 
into heaven. At the Last Judgment each man would have to give 
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account of himself and his activities during his earthly life. 
The blessed law of Conditional Atonement provided exaltation 
and heavenly rewards only for those who deserved it* Jesus 
Christ was Savior only for those who heard and obeyed him. 

For sinners Jesus became the basis of their own self- judgment . 

After the resurrected Jesus appeared to his 
disciples and apostles in Palestine, he came to the Nephites 
in America* At that time he restored the church in his own 
name. However, in the course of time both the Church of 
Jesus Christ in the West and in the East fell into total 
apostasy* 

In the Americas the true church lasted roughly four 
hundred years. The church went through a process of division 
into denominations and neither the Nephites nor the Lamanites 
were able to hold onto the pure church of Christ. Finally, 
in the mighty final battle of Hill Cumorah the Nephites and 
Lamanites destroyed each other, except for one man* The sole 
survivor was Moroni, the son of the great Nephite general 
Mormon* Moroni was entrusted with the golden plates which 
contained the sacred history of his people* Before Moroni 
died he buried the plates in Hill Cumorah. From the year 
400 A.D., until the restoration of the Church of Jesus Christ 
by Joseph Smith in 1830, the true church was lost to our planet. 

In the East the church founded by Jesus and 
described in the New Testament was unable to retain its 
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purity for as long a tine as its contemporary church in the 
/uiter ic as. With the death of the twelve apostles and the 
pressures of paganism and agnosticism, the true church 
lasted about sixty years. 2 ® 

It is now possible to see the basis for the Mormon 
belief that before 1830 the world remained in hopeless 
apostasy. When God chose Joseph Smith to be his prophet in 
these latter days, he restored the true church. Today the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints believes itself 
to be the only church with authority and apostleship which 
is acceptable to God and free from heresy. All other churches 
are abominations and are aligned with the anti-Christ. 

II , The Plan of Salvation 

Present day Mormonisra claims to be the restored 
Church of Jesus Christ in this last "dispensation of time,” 
Mormons believe that they are "the offspring of an eternal, 
living, personal God who has an immortal body of flesh and 
bone and who is capable of responsible passion." 21 James 
Talmage clearly stated the nature of man in 1915 at a 
Congress of Religious Philosophers: 

Man is of the lineage of the Gods* He is the 
spirit-offspring of the Eternal One, and by the inviolable 
law that living beings perpetuate after their kind, the 
children of God may become like unto their Parents in kind 
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if not in decree* The human soul is a God in embryo ; 

even as the crawling caterpillar or the corpse-like " 

crysalis embodies the potential possibilities of the 

matured and glorified image. 22 

With this assurance of potential godhead* man’s 
task in this life is one of bringing to pass, by himself, 
the immortality and eternal life made available to him by 
the Gospel. 

The Gospel sets forth the plan of salvation. It 
is available to all men, irregardiess of their beginning 
status in life. Man’s intelligence is co-eternal with God’s 
intelligence# Intelligence is not created and cannot be 
destroyed. 23 It is through man’s intelligence that he is 
able to grasp the knowledge of the truth that leads to 
salvation. When man volunteered in his former spiritual 
life to undergo the rigors of earthly testing, his mind was 
temporarily veiled from the knowledge of true life. Therefore, 
during the period of intermediate earthly probation, it is 
absolutely essential for man to increase in knowledge of the 
Gospel. In our day the restored Gospel has given man the 
Faith in simple straightforward proclamations. Man must 
adopt these rules of God as his personal pattern of living. 

The message of the Gospel which the Church pro- 
claims is not couched in ambiguous phrases. It is stripped 
of mystery, for mystery, ambiguity, and confusion are marks 
of the devil’s hand in religion* ,f The Gospel is so plain 
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and simple that the child of tender years may comprehend it, 
that the illiterate may know, and if he will obey and win 
eternal riches. " 2 ** Anyone who so wills can follow the 
rules of the Gospel, for all that is required is a "clear 
eye and a sturdy will." The Mormon is encouraged to work 
out his salvation with an absolute minimum of fear and 
trembling ; divinity is well within his grasp. 2 ** 

Obedience to the plan of salvation is the primary 
goal of man * s life on this earth. Obedience is "the great 
fundamental principle upon which all blessings are predicated 
and upon which alone they can be obtained," 2 ^ Faith alone 
in Jesus Christ is not sufficient for salvation, for the 
Mormons believe that the doctrine of salvation by faith is a 
misinterpretation of St, Paul, Nathan Tanner recently re- 
affirmed; "We believe also that faith in Christ, while 
essential, is not sufficient in itself for the highest degree 
of salvation. Obedience to the Savior’s laws is also 
essential*" 2 ^ 

Obedience to the laws and principles of the Gospel 
is possible for everyone who exercises his will in carrying 
out the simple rules of behavior. By cultivating self 
discipline and communal help, one can train his will and 
subdue devilish passions so that good works flow effortlessly* 
Not only are good works marks of righteousness in heaven, 
they yield additional blessing during this life in the form 
of wealth and happiness. 



Unfortunately i man has a disposition for dis- 
obedience. IBs aberration from the prescribed plan of 
salvation registers his degree of sinfulness* Sin is dis- 
obedience of God's commandments . If man is not watchful in 
his conduct and thoughts* he may be led astray by the demonic 
and be the cause of his own future ruin* Yet, the great 
thrust of Mormon theology begins where the man is and assures 
him that he can overcome his sinfulness* Most acts of sin 
rise out of ignorance and may be overcome by gaining knowl- 
edge of the right way and self-motivation towards the Good. 
Every Mormon knows that he is not perfect, but with the keys 
of righteousness in mind, he can become better and better* 

The trials and temptations of this world are a true test of 
man’s capabilities. Because man is made in the image of God, 
he can work his way through towards perfection* However, 
imperfections in conduct, ignorance of the saving way, and the 
pressure of hostile forces do provide a great challenge * 

There are four basic laws of the Gospel? four steps 
in the plan of salvation* They must be adhered to at all 
cost and each man must pass through each stage in order, for 
each stage leads to the next and all must be completed before 
one qualifies for full salvation (exaltation)* 
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First: One Rust have faith in Jesus Christ as his 

savior and the guide to eternal life* Conclusive evidence 
of the acceptance of this first step is confirmed when one 
declares that Joseph Smith is the prophet of God* s word and 
Jesus* teachings for the modern age* It is not enough to 
assent to one of the "orthodox** creeds of Christendom for 
creeds do not contain the substance of the Faith. Creeds 
are an abomination with God and have had disastrous effect 
on the people who subscribe to them* Creeds perpetuate 
confusion and mystery and suppress intelligent inquiry into 
the true Faith, 

Man’s intelligence is the great gift which enables 
him to arrive at a position of religious faith. Man must 
have knowledge of the truth in order to ground his faith in 
solid truth* As Joseph Smith put it in one of his early 
sermons, "A man is saved no faster than he gets knowledge *’* 
Once a man through his intelligence obtains knowledge of the 
truth, he is on the threshhold of securing his faith, and 
only one final leap is required to gain full faith. 

At this important point the third person of the 
Trinity is most clearly operative, for Man cannot make the 
leap to faith without the help cf the Holy Spirit, It is the 
entrance of the Holy Spirit into the mind of man that confirms 
man * s faith* Every man is assured of the coming of the Holy 
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Spirit if his actions are directed towards righteousness and 
if his mind dwells on pure thoughts and if he calls for the 
Spirit with sincerity of heart# The Holy Spirit turns 
intellectual belief into driving faith* 

Second: The next step to salvation is total 

repentance. Repentance follows acquisition of faith; for if 
a person gains testimony of the Gospel, he will want to turn 
from his past ways of sin. He will for a short time feel 
downcast and experience genuine contrition for his past mis- 
doings# Repentance is the principle of change and is the 
condition through which one gains the power to shun future 
evil temptations. 

Third: Baptism is a blessed ordinance of the Church 

which God provides for raa n*s remission of sins. Baptism must 
be performed by immersion in water following the ritual which 
has been revealed to the church by God and must be adminis- 
tered by one having authority of the true priesthood. 

Baptism has to be bestowed upon people here on earth. 
It cannot be accomplished in the spiritual world, and for this 
reason it is necessary for those now living to be baptized in 
the name of those who died without valid baptism. Vicarious 
baptism for the dead is a large responsibility which the 
living take upon themselves on behalf of the dead. 

Fourth: In addition to baptism for the remission 
of sins there must be a higher baptism of the Spirit. This 
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ceremony is performed in a Mormon Temple and involves laying 
on of hands as bestowal of the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

After these four basic steps have been accomplished, 
the Mormon can continue unimpeded in cultivating his will and 
actions. The great law of eternal progression assures him 
that in this life his obedience to the laws and commandments 
of the Gospel will provide increasing perfection and for those 
who are rigorously faithful, eventual Godhead. 

XXX* Life after Death 

Physical death in Mormon theology is merely separa- 
tion of the physical body from the spiritual body. At death 
the spiritual body leaves the physical behind and travels to 
the spiritual world, which is somewhere on this earth or near 
this planet. We cannot see it, of course, but it is there 
and is peopled by the spirits of all the dead. Everyone who 
was not a member of the true church and who did not pass 
through the four stages of salvation on earth must remain in 
the spirit world until the end of the world, the eschaton. 

In the spirit world Jesus will come periodically to preach 
the Gospel. Therefore, everyone who has ever lived will hear 
the Gospel at one time or another and be presented with the 
opportunity of salvation. Those who receive the Gospel, 
conform to the plan of salvation, and undergo baptism, real 
or vicarious, can move through the spirit world to their reward. 
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There will be a decisive in-breaking of Jesus Christ 
info the world at the Second Coming* At that time the tribes 
of Judah will gat tier at Jerusalem and the ten lost tribes of 
Israel will return to Jackson County, Missouri, the seat of 
Zion in the New World, Together with the Mormons the faithful 
tribes will live for a time in great blessedness, while the 
rest of the world will destroy itself, Jesus will be 
supreme king for a thousand years. The church will multiply 
and the living will perform the necessary ordinances for the 
dead. Finally, all the world will be prepared for final 
judgment. There will be total resurrection, where every man 
will be called before the Judgment Seat of Almighty God. 
Depending upon one’s accomplishments in earthly life, a 
proper degree of heavenly reward will be meted out to each man. 

The life we are to experience hereafter will be in 
righteous strictness the result of the life we lead in this 
world; and as here men exhibit infinite graduations of faith- 
ful adherence to truth, and of servility to sin, so in the 
world beyond the grave shall graduations exist. , .every soul 
shall find place and condition as befits him. 29 

The highest gradation of heaven is the Celestial 
Kingdom. Such a place is reserved for the truly righteous 
who have proved their religious zeal by strict adherence to 
the plan of salvation. Further, they will have been faithful 
in their tithing, married life, and other church responsibili- 
ties. The knowledge which the celestial inheritors gained on 
earth will be most helpful to them in their future development, 
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and with their wife or wives they will continue to procreate 
and have generous families. The man will be given charge 
over a planet upon which he and his family will perpetually 
increase in abundance and godly perfection* 

There will be as many celestial kingdoms as there 
are suns ( stars ) in the heaven. This earth of ours will 
undergo many changes and itself become one celestial kingdom* 
The men in these celestial kingdoms will experience 
exaltation and themselves become Gods* The drama of sending 
spiritual children to a planet for physical testing, as was 
the case on our earth, will undoubtedly continue in other 
worlds* 


The second gradation of heaven is the Terrestial 
Kingdom* Its degree of glory is compared to the celestial 
kingdom as is the moon to the sun. The terrestial kingdom 
is reserved for the "average" Mormon who does not distinguish 
himself and for exceptionally "saintly" Catholics and 
Protestants* As described in the famous Vision of Joseph 
Smith, the terrestial glory is set aside for those who "died 
without law.**who receive not the testimony of Jesus in the 
flesh but afterwards received it ...who are honorable men of 
the earth, who were blinded by the craftiness of men. ..who 
received the presence of the Son, but not the fulness of the 
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Father*.. who are not valiant in the testimony of Jesus; 
wherefore they obtain not the crown over the kingdom of our 
God ." 30 


The third and final gradation of heaven is the 

Telestial Kingdom. Such a place is devoid of God and Jesus 

and is populated by common men of unreligious disposition. 

A man fit for the Telestial Kingdom will have only a few 

mediocre good words to his credit. The telestial glory will 

be pleasant but will be no comparison with the glories of the 
11 

higher heavens. x 

Only a few miserable creatures who have committed 
murder, adultery, or gross apostasy will be condemned as 
♦’sons of perdition” and experience anything like hell. Such 
damnable souls will be banished to join the spirits of Satan. 

Through this perfect system of heaven gradation 
each person will receive his just reward. Within each of the 
three degrees of glory there will be further sub-divisions 
according to the exact degree of earthly righteous attainment. 

Conclusion: 

In this chapter I have presented a highly selective 
sampling of Mormon theology* My presentation is not meant to 
be complete but should be ample enough to show that Mormon 
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theology is a self-contained system of revelations and 
theological propositions which fit nicely together and lend 
themselves to a coherent and believable system* 

Although ray thumbnail sketch of Mormon theology 
may be new material to Gentile readers, there is nothing in 
this chapter which a Mormon wouldn’t be familiar with or 
wouldn’t assent to. It is my hope that my entire paper thus 
far would be endorsed by Mormons as a fair description of 
their history, present situation, and theology. In spite of 
the fact that I have tried to remain uncritical in ray portrayal 
of Morraonism, my presentation is strongly permeated with a 
"Gentile flavor." It is my belief that an uncritical 
description of Mormon is absolutely essential in making a 
fair evaluation of the religion. Further, I hope that the 
reader can use my presentation of Mormonisra as a sounding 
board upon which to reflect his understanding of Christianity. 
At this point it remains for the reader to test and evaluate 
the strong, consistent assertions of Morraonism against his 
own faith and for me to present a final chapter of evaluation. 
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help to save himself.. .A ladder has been provided 
and let down to him, and he must climb that ladder, 
or he will never rise above his fallen state, 
never re-enter the presence of God* 


Ibid., p. 17 


26 

D & C, 130*20 


27 

Tanner, Nathan, 

Idaho Daily Statesman, April 6, 1964 

28 

Whalen, p. 104 


29 

Talmage, p. 18 


30 

I) & C, 76*71*80 


31 

A modern Mormon 
assignment 

leader writes about his possible future 
to a telestial kingdom* 


If I should come forth and find myself in the 
telestial world*. .and look up to this earth, 
when it shall attain its place as a celestial 
orb, shining like & sun#**! surely will feel 
the full force of the poet’s statement, ’Of all 
the sad words of tongue and pen* the saddest of 
them all, it might have been** I might have 
been there# I was born there. It was my right 
and privilege to be there, but I lost it through 
my own blindness, through my own wickedness; I 
have lost it forever* While I may joy here, and 
experience and grow here, yet I have lost 
eternal companionship with ay Heavenly Father. 

Ballard, Melvin J., "The Three t agrees of Glory," 
(S*L *C • | n . o * ) , p. 5 
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CONCLUSION 



Conclusions 


The discussion of Mormonism today in Chapter Two 
shows a prosperous, successful, and expanding religion in 
our country. Most Americans can identify with this dedicated 
socio-religious group and can appreciate its dynamism and 
drive. Mormonism is uniquely all-American. However, with 
the consideration of Mormon theology in Chapter Three, most 
Christians can only react with some feeling registering 
between amusement and disgust. The situation might be voiced; 
•’How can such fine people believe in such a weird religion?” 

There is a general tendency in our culture to draw 
Mormonism within the hazy limits of catholic faith and thereby 
neutralize the peculiar Mormon assertions as ’’just another way 
leading to the same end.” A paper about Mormonism may lend 
itself to this type of hasty evaluation, but direct contact 
with Mormondom makes this impossible. Mormonism is a prose- 
lyting religion which depends psychologically, theologically, 
and organically on bringing everyone into their ’’community of 
saints.” Direct confrontation with a Mormon forces one from 
a neutral position, through a self-confrontation with one’s 
faith, and onto a public platform of decision. 

The Mormon technique of winning converts from 
Christian churches is remarkably successful. They know what 
they are doing and they do it well. They also know that 



many Christians have a general idea what they believe but 
not a specific idea why they believe and, therefore, will 
succumb by default to well delivered arguments. Mormonism 
wins because it meets the prospect where he is, takes him 
seriously, showers him with attention, presents him with a 
gospel which makes sense and is internally logical, and answers 
questions decisively which other Christian churches have long 
since given up answering intelligibly* Mormonism is a 
judgment on the Christian church, as one leading Mormon 
exclaimed: 

We have strong men of ability and position in the 
world who can stand on their feet and declare that God lives, 
that Christ is the Savior and Redeemer, and that God has 
spoken in our day* Nobody else is saying this l* 

Prom the investigation of the historical development 
of Mormonism in Chapter One, it is evident that religion grew 
and is blossoming in response to certain needs and expectations 
which it has been able to satisfy. Mormonism makes sense in 
its setting and cannot be understood apart from it. For the 
student, therefore, Mormonism presents a unique opportunity 
to examine the hidden desires and presuppositions in our society 
and in ourselves which have been singled out and exalted by 
the religion. Perhaps it is too much to say that Mormonism is 
"sanctified Americanism," but there is a "practical mysticism" 
surrounding power, public success, money, family respectability. 



and sex* More subtle is the desire in everyraan to become 
god, and it is the genius of Mormon ism to grant this wish 
without causing a scandal or appearing ridiculous. This 
concept of "divinity self -achieved" as the goal of life for 
Mormon ism presents supreme irony for the Christian Who 
regards the same phrase as a definition of sin . Further, 

Mormons promise a crown without accepting a cross; profess 
Jesus Christ as Savior because, for them, Christ revealed 
that man could save himself; and praise God for his majesty 
and beneficence while assuring themselves that some day they 
too will be gods with equal power* Finally, Mormons claim 
to be Christian and are accepted without comment by many 
Christians, without investigation by most Christians, and 
without challenge by (almost) all Christians. 

Although it is doubtful that Christians will make 
a concerted effort in the near future to combat the Mormon 
challenge, there is reason to suspect that Mormonism will be 
severely shaken by the changing conditions and radical demands 
of the future. For a good account of the prospects of con- 
tinuing Mormon prosperity in the future, see Whalen, Chapter 19, 
"Mormonism Faces the Future," p, 289ff , and see 0*Dea, 

Chapter 9, "Sources of Strain and Conflict," p. 222ff . 

Together with Mormonism, Christianity will be tested 
on the face of history but unlike Mormonism, Christianity 
looks to the face of history for its meaning and has proven 
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itself creative and adaptable in times of revolution, change, 
and crisis. As an historical religion Christianity can see 
that there is nothing new in the Mormonism. In every age 
there have been sects like the Mormons which have sprung up 
and expended themselves in their own time. During the first 
century when the Christian Church at Colossae was threatened 
by a parasitic sect. Saint Paul warned them: 

I write like this to prevent you from being led 
astray by someone or other’s attractive arguments... I am by 
your side, watching like a proud father the solid steadfast- 
ness of your faith in Christ, Just as you received Christ, 
so go on living in Him — in simple faith... 

Be careful that nobody spoils your faith, through 
intellectualisin or high-sounding nonsense. Such stuff is at 
best founded on men's ideas of the nature of the world and 
disregards Christ 1 2 



1 Ostling, Christian Century . p« 43 

2 Colossians 2:4ff, Phillips translation 
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